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F irst F ruits

“...we must guard against any coldness in our friendship with God, being careful
to keep for Him alone the first fruits of our heart and to employ ourself wholly in
loving Him with all our strength.” (Rev. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalene, OCD, Divine Intimacy, 756-757)

“Give us light, Lord.

Behold, we need it more than the man who was blind from his birth,
for he wished to see the light and could not,
whereas nowadays, Lord, no one wishes to see it.
Oh, what a hopeless ill is this!
Here, my God, must be manifested Thy power and Thy mercy.”
(St. Teresa of Avila, Exclamations of the Soul to God, 8)

In Preparation for the Year of Faith...

Faith “is the lifelong companion that makes it possible to perceive, ever anew, the marvels that God works for us.”
- Pope Benedict XVI, Porta fidei

Dear Parents, Confreres, Friends, Family and Benefactors,
“I would like to say to each one of you: let us allow
Laudetur Jesus Christus! The image of the blind man being healed by Jesus is
ourselves to be found and grasped by God, to help
always with us, speaking to minds and hearts of every generation. Lord, we are
every person we meet to be reached by the Truth. It is
all blind in some way. We all need your healing power. As the scene progresses in St.
in the relationship with Him that our communion
John’s Gospel [cf. JOHN 9:1-38], not only are the blind man’s physical eyes opened,
is born and that the ecclesial community – which spans all
but his spiritual vision also deepens. Initially declaring Jesus a prophet, he then
epochs, times and places – is brought into being to constitute
meets Jesus with his sight restored, boldly proclaiming him Lord: “Now with
the one People of God. For this reason, I wished to proclaim
the face of his heart washed and with his conscience cleansed, he acknowledges Jesus to
a Year of Faith … in order to rediscover and to receive once
be not only Son of man, but Son of God” [St. Augustine]. His personal encounter with again this precious gift which is faith, in order to have a deeper
Christ changes him forever. The journey of faith. And so it is with us. Faith is a knowledge of the truths that are our lifeblood, to lead the people
journey – a pilgrimage of truth about God and ourselves...a time of healing, of today, who are often distracted, to a renewed encounter with
Jesus Christ, ‘the way, the life and the truth.’”
of purification, of growth, of joys and tears...and ultimately a journey toward
true peace, an inner conviction of the reality of the “one thing necessary” [LUKE
- Pope Benedict XVI, “Returning to the Essential Aspects of
Christian Life in Order to Relaunch Evangelization”
10:42]: an intimate union with the God-Man, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As we
join you in preparing for the “Year of Faith” (October 11, 2012 – November 24,
2013) announced by Pope Benedict XVI in his Apostolic Letter Porta fidei (“The Door of Faith”), may each of us encounter Jesus anew,
experiencing ever more deeply the rich truths of our beautiful Catholic faith, in and through Him who is Truth.

With profound gratitude for your ongoing support and prayers, this FirstFruits shares some of the recent events within our Order and
community. Welcoming our Order’s newest blessed, in April, France was the site of the beatification of Rev. Peter-Adrian Toulorge,
“Martyr of Truth,” a fervent Norbertine priest who gave his life for the Faith and Truth during the French Revolution. On June 6th, on
the solemnity of our holy father, St. Norbert, five of our sisters were vested in the holy habit and entered the Novitiate, and our Sr. Mary
Anne and Sr. Mary Michael made their first profession of vows. We also include a progress update on our convent expansion project.
Having received a generous $75,000 in donations since our last newsletter, we still need over $1 million to meet our projected costs and
continue the project. We thank you for considering a contribution to this most urgent need of our community, and for “spreading the
word” to others who might wish to help play a vital role in building this first North American foundation of Norbertine canonesses.
“May this Year of Faith make our relationship with Christ the Lord increasingly firm, since only in Him is there the certitude for looking to the future
and the guarantee of an authentic and lasting love.” [Porta fidei]
		

				

RIGHT: During
the novena of
Pentecost, Rev.
Brian Mullady,
O.P., gave us a
retreat on the
“Three Ages of
the Spiritual
Life” and the
Three Vows
of poverty,
chastity, and
obedience

Prayerfully and gratefully in the Risen Lord Jesus Christ,

LEFT:
Our provost,
Rev. Alphonsus
Mary Hermes,
O. Praem.,
joins us in
welcoming our
international
confreres:
(ABOVE)
Rev. Denis
Hendrickx,
O. Praem., from Berne,
Netherlands and (BELOW) Rev.
Hermann-Josef Kelényi, O. Praem.,
from Gödöllő, Hungary, and Rev.
frater Alessandro Resende Heleno,
O. Praem., from Montes Claros,
Brazil

“ During this
(Year of Faith),
we will need to keep our gaze
f ixed upon Jesus Christ,
the ‘pioneer and
perfecter of our faith’...”
- Pope Benedict XVI, Porta fidei

Thank you to all
of our priest friends
who celebrated Holy Mass
for us during St. Michael ’s
Abbey’s 2012
canonry chapter and retreat!
Rev. Chris Heath
Diocese of Orange

The Right Rev. Francis
Rev. James Dowds, CssR
Benedict, OSB
Navy Military Chaplain
Abbot Emeritus of St. Andrew’s
Abbey, Valyermo

Rev. Dave Leon
Diocese of San Diego

Rev. Michael Cox
& Rev. Mr. Richard Lambert
St. Malachy Catholic Church,
Tehachapi
Diocese of Fresno

On April 29, 2012, our Norbertine confrere Rev. Peter-Adrian
Toulorge was beatified by Angelo Cardinal Amato in the
Cathedral in Coutances, France, the very Cathedral in which
our new blessed had been ordained

“ By faith,

the martyrs gave their lives, bearing
witness to the truth of the Gospel that had
transformed them and made them capable of
attaining to the greatest gift of love:
the forgiveness of their persecutors...”
- Pope Benedict XVI, Porta fidei

“Rejoice because tomorrow you will have
an advocate in heaven, if God -- as I hope
-- will sustain me, as he has done till now.
And rejoice again, because God has deemed
me worthy, not only to endure this prison,
but death itself for our Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the greatest favor that he could grant
me. I have asked him to confer on you the
same crown. It is not fitting to remain in
this state of affairs. Therefore direct your
eyes to heaven, live uprightly and above all
be a good Christian. Bring your children up
in the holy, Catholic, apostolic, and Roman
religion. Always consider it the greatest honor
to have had a brother in your family who
merited to shed his blood for Christ. Do not
grieve about my fate. Rejoice and say with
me: Blessed be God! Indeed I wish for you on
your last day a holy life and paradise; I wish
this also for my sister, my nephew and my
niece and my entire family.”
[Quoted by Rev. Gabriel Wolf, O.
Praem., in A Premonstratensian
with Backbone, 15-16]

RIGHT: The Right Rev.
Thomas
Handgrätinger,
Abbot General of the
Norbertine Order, with
Angelo Cardinal Amato,
who beatified Rev. PeterAdrian, as well as the Bishop of Coutances and
the Right Rev. Joel Hoque, Abbot of the Abbey of
Mondaye, France
RIGHT: Rev. Bernard Ardura, Procurator General of
the Norbertine Order and President of the Pontifical
Council for Historical Sciences, gives a lecture as
part of the pre-Beatification events

Original Artwork by one of the Norbertine Sisters

The night before his martyrdom at
the guillotine, Bl. Peter-Adrian wrote
three letters, expressing his joy at being
permitted to suffer death for Christ. He
wrote to his brother:

BELOW: In the days
before the Beatification
of Peter-Adrian Toulorge,
Norbertine confreres and
consoeurs from around
the world gather at the
Norbertine Abbey of
Mondaye in Normandy,
France to celebrate
Vespers

“ The contemplative nun fulfills to the highest degree the First Commandment of the Lord:

‘You will love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your strength, with all your mind’ (LUKE 10:27),
making it the full meaning of her life and loving in God all the brothers and sisters.
She moves towards the perfection of charity, choosing God as ‘the one thing necessary’ (cf. LUKE 10:42),
loving Him exclusively as All in all. Through her unconditional love of Him
as in the spirit of renunciation proposed by the Gospel (cf. MATTHEW 13:45; LUKE 9:23),
she accomplishes the sacrifice of all good things, ‘consecrating’ every good thing to God alone.
This is so that He alone may dwell in the utter silence of the cloister,
filling it with His word and presence, and the Bride may dedicate herself to the Only One,
‘in constant prayer and ardent penance’ in the mystery of a total and exclusive love.”
- Verbi Sponsa, 5

Our Latest Community Photo
Photo taken in the future cheese-aging rooms on July 9th, feast of Norbertine Saints Adrian and James

May God reward you for helping to build
this first North American monastery of Norbertine canonesses!
The gift of our contemplative vocation is not merely to know and enjoy God for ourselves, but we exist for you and
for those you love, namely, to offer prayers and sacrifices for the salvation of all souls. Our lips move in prayer in
union with the desires of our heart to the Father of Light for all those in need, but especially for those who reject
Christ’s Cross. We pray that the Eternal Father may cause to shine in all hearts a ray of that Light which once transformed Saul into Paul, and cast both him and, ten centuries later, Norbert off their proud steeds; that same Light
which transfigured the wayward hearts of Magdalene and Peter into stalwart hearts of fidelity.

BELOW: Our newest
postulant, Veronica,
takes her place among
the Sisters in the
Chapter Room.

“ By faith,

men and women have
consecrated their lives
to Christ, leaving all
things behind so as to
live obedience, poverty
and chastity...”
- Pope Benedict XVI, Porta fidei

BACKGROUND ART: St. Norbert and the Norbertine Family Tree (springing from the saint’s side as he sleeps) by C. de Mallery, edited by the Norbertine Sisters, Tehachapi

Vestition and Entrance
into the Novitiate
Five
postulants
waiting
patiently and
prayerfully

Sister receives the
white habit of our
Norbertine Order

Sr. Mary Anne
professes her
vows for three
years in the hands
of Mother Mary
Augustine

Sr. Mary Genevieve
(Marie)

Sister receives
the sash of
the holy habit,
placed around
the tunic and
scapular

Sr. Mary Pio
(Lucie)

Sister receives
the white cape
of the holy
habit

Sr. Mary Andre
(Annie)

Sister receives
the white veil
of the novice

Sr. Mary Thomas
(Alison)

Sister receives the
Constitutions of
our Order and her
religious name

Five new Sisters
of the Order of
Prémontré

First Profession
of Vows

Sr. Mary Michael
signs her formula
of vows

Fr. Provost
presents the
black veils
to the newly
professed

Each Sister is
clothed in the
black veil of the
professed

Sr. Mary Agnes
(Megan)

The newly
professed take
their places in
the choir

Convent Expansion
the project is well underway...
and we ask for your help
Dear Friends,

excavation

shoring

We prayerfully seek your help with our most urgent need: our convent expansion
project. As you can see from the various photographs, the project is well
underway. Deo Gratias! Since our last newsletter, construction on the basement
commenced and is nearing completion, with work on the main floor now
beginning. And, we are grateful to report that we have received donations
totaling over $75,000 for the project since our last newsletter, adding to the
$1.750 million already reserved. But we have a ways to go to raise the remaining
funds needed to complete the project. As you prayerfully consider what you can
afford to give, please remember what your gift makes possible:
•

first and foremost, more holy vocations … the building provides living and
working space for up to 48 sisters, women who give themselves totally
to God in lives of prayer and sacrifice, interceding for the needs of the
Church and the world throughout the day and night, all for His honor
and glory, and the salvation of souls

•

second, a healthy sleeping environment … the sisters’ three used, leaking,
deteriorating and damaged modular trailers cannot stand another winter

•

third, additional means of self-sufficiency … the expansion building contains
two approved professional kitchens, enabling the sisters to sell their artisan
cheeses to the public, and their specialty biscotti and jams at venues outside
the convent

In addition to your prayers and support, we are thankful for your help in
“spreading the word” to family, friends, business associates, etc., about our
project and funding needs.

May God bless you for your support of our hidden life of prayer & sacrifice.

concrete pour at west basement

visit of an advisory team member

A monastery is a true “powerhouse” of spiritual energy that is nourished at the source
of contemplation, after the example of prayer to which Jesus devoted Himself in solitude,
immersing Himself totally in dialogue with God the Father, to draw the necessary strength
for His saving mission.
The Church prolongs Christ’s mission in time: among the many charisms which enrich
her, she also cherishes the very precious one of the contemplative life, cultivated in
monasteries, as a response to the absolute love of God Who in the incarnate Word united
Himself to humanity in an eternal and unbreakable bond. Monasteries of women express the
exclusive union of the Church with Christ her Bridegroom with particular eloquence, reliving
the experience of Mary, the Virgin of silence and listening.
			
[Bl. Pope John Paul II, Sunday Angelus, 18 July 1999]

on-site construction meeting

Building and Funding Update
Our Convent Expansion
Project Funding Update
Monies Needed
$1.175M

No donation is too large or too small
Every gift will help towards the completion
of our expansion building project.

basement walls go up

Goal/Current Budget
$3.0M

$3.0M
$2.0M

Total Reserved Funds
(Your donations &
our earned revenues)
$1.825M

$1.0M

shoring removed

PHOTO by R. BELCHER

PHOTO by R. BELCHER
(edited by the Norbertine Sisters)

“How can

I help?”

First and most importantly,
you can assist us with your prayers,
truly the best and most efficacious gift
we can receive. As the Little Flower said, “All is grace!”
We are deeply grateful for your help in drawing God’s grace down
upon us and this project.
Second, your tax-deductible* monetary gift, of whatever amount, will
make a difference in our lives, or perhaps you know someone who may
be interested:
1. Make checks to: “Norbertine Sisters” (Memo: “Expansion Fund”)
2. NEW: Donate via PayPal
on our website: www.norbertinesisters.org
for on-line credit card donations to our building expansion project.
* We are a 510(c)(3) religious non-profit organization.
St. Norbert oversees construction at Prémontré
(image from the codex from Wessenau Castle Zeil in leutkirch/Algau,
edited by the Norbertine Sisters, Tehachapi)

DONATE VIA
PayPal
on our website:
www.norbertinesisters.org

for on-line
credit card donations
to our building
expansion project.

concrete pour at south basement

block walls at south basement
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Thanks to the parents of one of our sisters
and their friends, the remodeling of our
choir was done swiftly and deftly!

The Norbertine Sisters’
Monastery Gift Shop

Sacred Vestments
If you are interested in purchasing
our vestments made by the sisters
(BELOW), please contact us at:
(661) 823-1066 or
e-mail at MotherMaryA@aol.com

“Let us entrust this
time of grace
(the Year of Faith)
to the Mother of God,
proclaimed
‘blessed because she believed’
[LUKE 1:45].”
- Pope Benedict XVI, Porta fidei

Welcome to our gift shop.
Our hours are: 10:00-11:30am & 2:30-5:00pm every day
except Friday, when we close at 4:15 p.m.
Our inventory includes religious goods & books;
home-made biscotti, jam, honey, & apothecary items;
aprons, baptismal baby blankets;
& dried flower, calligraphy & other greeting cards.
Ask about our gift certificates
& prayer enrollment cards.

International Meeting of
the Norbertine Order
— General Chapter —
Convened at St. Norbert’s College
De Pere, Wisconsin USA, July 22 - August 4, 2012

- Bethany Guest House -

Sharing with you the Norbertine charism of
prayer and hospitality
For parents
visiting
from afar,
for those
discerning
religious
vocations,
for anyone
seeking
a time of
more intense prayer and solitude...it’s for you.
(Day visits and overnight stays are possible.)
Call now to schedule your visit and for details
(weather, dress, etc.): (661) 823-1066

PHOTO by TRICORP HEARN

— In the Next Issue of FirstFruits —

Freshly poured concrete
proved to be irresistible
to our dog Toby. See his
giant “T” in the photo at
right.

On the cover: “Christ Healing the Blind” (detail)
by Domenico Fiasella (1589-1669)
PHOTO by R. BELCHER
(edited by the Norbertine Sisters)

Our Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment Wish List

- Milk kitchen/dairy equipment
(Larger capacity vat and vacuum sealer, etc.)
- Commercial washing machines, dryers
- Commercial dishwashing equipment (stainless steel)
- Commercial freezers/refrigerators
- etc.

Contact us with your ideas for other possibilities!

To find out more about our cloistered contemplative Norbertine way of life, to make prayer requests, to find out about our vestments, gift shop inventory and
hours, or Bethany Guest House, you are welcome to phone (661) 823-1066 or use our email accounts: pray_req@cybersurfers.net or MotherMaryA@aol.com.
(If you do not receive an acknowledgement of your message, please resend it or call.)
Also, please kindly assist us in updating our address and email database by sending us your current information!
Please check www.norbertinesisters.org for the downloadable version of this newsletter in color.
Thank you to all who make this newsletter possible! References are available upon request.

May God reward you for helping to build this first North American foundation of Norbertine canonesses!

