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FirstFruits

“The women applaud, for in another time it was a woman who was the imprudent occasion of sin,
now too it is a Woman who brings in the FirstFruits of salvation.” (st. andrew of crete)

Sancta Dei Genitrix
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Holy Mother of God
=
Your Motherhood,
O Virgin Mother of God,
has heralded joy
to all the world;
for from You

has risen

the Sun of justice,

Christ our God.

(Roman Breviary)
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“And she gave birth to her firstborn Son.” puke 2:71

Son of God and Son of Mary

Both God the Father and the Blessed Virgin Mary profer the same truth:
Ego hodie genui te. “Today | have begotten You.” [cf. PSALMS 2:7; HEBREWS 1:5; 5:5]



Miother of Our Savior

The Virgin Mary is the one of whom it is said, “She
will bear a Son and name him Jesus, and He will save
His people™ [cf. MATTHEW 1].

MATER SALVATORIS
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About the above image: The medallion with Madonna
and the Christ Child is framed by a Crown of Thorns,
marked by the many instruments of His Passion,
hanging on the Cross, the same Cross the Child is
pointing to with His right hand. The caption above
Mary’s head: “Est Mater mea” highlights that she is
not only the Mother of the Savior, but “my Mother.”
Christ is destined to be the Savior of the world [cf.
Genesis 3:15].

The lower half of the engraving shows the Nativity
scene. The message of the angel to the shepherds and
to us, is: “Today a Savior is born to you.”

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him
who brings good tidings.” psaia 52:7]

Dear Parents, Confreres, Friends, Family and Benefactors,

Praised be Jesus Christ! Now and forever. Amen.

In a more special way during the liturgical seasons of Advent and Christmas,
our thoughts spontaneously turn to the Blessed Virgin Mary, “Cause of our Joy”.
It is with grateful hearts that we esteem her, above all others, “an advocate of
grace and a model of holiness” [Preface of the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception], partiCUlarly
in the mysteries of these Holy Seasons, mysteries that were dependent upon the
Virgin’s “Fiat”, her “Yes” to God and His plan for her. This life-giving response
to God, made in great faith, brought about the birth of the Word made flesh,
our Redeemer Jesus Christ, Who wrought our eternal salvation.

Mindful of all of you who, in imitation of Our Lady, continue to give your
generous “Fiat” to God in helping to provide for the spiritual and material needs
of our canonry, we extend our heart-felt thanks: first, to our Norbertine Abbot
General Thomas Handgratinger; to our Pater Abbas, Fr. Abbot Eugene Hayes,
O. Praem., our Provost, Fr. Alphonsus-Mary Hermes, and our confreres of St.
Michael’s Abbey, for the continuing inestimable gifts of the sacraments, and
of instructing and edifying us through homilies, classes, retreats and especially
by example; to Rev. Msgr. Myron Cotta, our Diocesan Administrator, for your
gracious response to our various needs over the past year, joining you and the
entire Fresno Diocese in praying for our new Bishop, The Most Rev. Armando
Ochoa, whose installation ceremonies will begin with Vespers on February 1,
2012; and to our parents, families, friends and benefactors for your gifts of time,
talents and resources to us, especially in this time of economic difficulty. We
remain ever grateful for you all, and we assure you of your prominent place in
our hearts and prayers.

May we enter more deeply into Christ’s mysteries with the same spirit of
wonder and gratitude that animated the life of the Virgin Mary, for our Lord
makes it clear in the sacraments, throughout Sacred Scripture and in the events
of our everyday lives “how anxious He is to be with us, how He loves us, and how
He wants to be taken into our souls and loved.” (rev. edward Leen, Retreat Notes for Religious]

Most gratefully in the Divine Infant,
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We thank you from the bottom of our hearts
for your generous support of our growing community!

Our annual
community
retreat was
preached by
our Provost,

Norbertine confrere Fr. Alphonsus Mary of St. Michael’s Abbey, on spiritual
maternity and on holiness and the integration of all the aspects of our
human nature: spiritual, intellectual, emotional, social, and physical.






